[Treatment of inflammatory hip disease in rheumatoid arthritis with cemented total prostheses. Apropos of 62 total hip prostheses, of which 38 were followed for more than 3 years].
The authors have operated on 62 hips in 43 patients. Thirty-eight were followed for more than three years. Out of 62 cases there were 2 early deaths, 2 instances of pulmonary embolus and 1 of sepsis. Five different types of prosthesis were used. On 11 occasions a border appeared around the cement of the femoral component and in three of these loosening was demonstrated. The number of these appeared to be higher than after total replacement for other etiologies and seemed to be aggravated by technical errors, such as varus positioning and lack of cement. In most cases a remarkable functional improvement was obtained but progressively secondary worsening of walking ability was seen due to involvement of other joints. It is concluded that special precautions should be observed in such cases and that other joints should be replaced earlier when necessary.